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Why American Students Are Flocking to
Germany — and Staying

by ANDY ECKARDT and CARLD ANGERER
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BONN, Germany I How do you say "sign me up" in German®?

The number of Americans studying in Gerrmany has risen sharply, recent figures
show, driven in part by the low cost of higher education compared to the United
States.

tore than 10,000 U.S. students are presently enrolled in the country's higher
education programs, according to data from the Institute for International
Education. If's an increase of almost 9 percent compared to the previous
academicyear, and 2b percent more than in 2008-2009.

Matasha Turner, 25, from Rochester, New York, came to Germany on an
exchange program three years ago but decided to stay when she realized how
"cheap it was to study here "
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P Student Sarah Johnson Compares the Cost of Tuition 0:59 fw 3

She is now working on her master's degree in American Studies at the University
of Bonn.

"For my undergraduate studies in the United States. | needed a lot of loans." she
said. "After my studies in Germany | essentially finish with no loans at all "

Students in Germany pay a fee to cover university administrative costs and o
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support student unions. This "semester fee" rarely exceeds $250, and in many
cases it also covers the cost of books and public tfransportation.

Minnesotan Sarah Johnson, also a University of Bonn master's student, has a
total monthly expenditure of $600 in Germany | or $7.200 per vear. That
compares to $20-30,000 dollars in tuition fees alone she would have paid back
horne.
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It "makes all the difference" to Johnson, 25, who does not get any financial
support or scholarship and has a part-time job as a hotel receptionist. Besides
having the advantage of learning a foreign language and a different culture, "the
system is very easy to pay for." she said,

However, officials say the attraction is not just about the money.

"Germany and its universities have quite a good reputation in the United States”
said Dorothea Rueland. Secretary General of the German Academic Exchange
Service. "And we have a huge increase in courses taught in English and this
obviously makes it easier for American students to channel into the German
system."

tore than 1,100 al-EnglishHanguage classes across nurmerous fields have been
established in recent vears.

Berlin, with its three universities, is armong the most popular destinations with
rmore than 1,000 American students, followed by universities in the southern
Gerrman state of Baden-Wuerttemberg, which have enjoyed official tie-ups with
.S, colleges for many vears.
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Inthe U.S., fees for tuition at public and private higher education facilities hawve
risen significantly in recent decades.

The cost of Germany's essentially free public university education is met by the
federal states and the central government. In 2015, state expenditure on higher
education accounted for almost one percent of Germany's gross domestic
product.

A two-year master's program costs
the government about $18,000 per
student, while an enrollment for a
bachelor's degree adds up to more
than $30,000. A full degree program
for medical students poses the
highest burden for the German
taxpayer, with total costs of more than
$220.000 per student.

However, it still is "a win-win situation
for Germany." Rueland said, because
Daorothea Rueland, secretary general of the nearly 50 percen‘r of all visitors from
mic Exchange Service (DAAD) - gbroad remain in the country after

their degree, paying taxes and
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providing the labor market with skilled workers.

That includes many American students, who view Germany as an attractive
workplace.

"The longer | have been here, the more difficult it is to think of leaving." Johnson

said. e

ANDY ECKARDT

CARLO ANGERER f
TOFICS  EDUCATION. ELROFE. LS. NEWS
FIRST PUBLISHED FEE 15 2016, 3:31 AMET

¥ NEXT STORY These Are the Top Colleges of 2016, According to Forbes

e

More 1o Explore Sponsored Links

=

Z Pl

bTypesof  Mind-Blowing Cool

tMortgages  Details taountain
with Little tol - Aboutl Golf Thisl
Bankrate Trend Chazer Wintergreen

by Taboola [
SPONSORED CONTBHORE FROM NBC

Is this the next bigl W
Firates: Free Online Game Ihcident [:j:a[_JghT_ ol

to a Hidden Officers in Deadly

Escape
tergreen Resots Baton P{OUge bt |

Gernl "

Why Men Are Dread Needles?
Saying Gool SlideBels There Are Still

4 Warning Signs of ~ Trump: 'Are you

Towm m © Muielen ek frown Tk ey

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.nbcnews.com/id/31066137/media-kit/
https://twitter.com/@ameckardt
https://twitter.com/@carloangerer
https://www.facebook.com/carloangerer
https://instagram.com/carloangerer/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/education
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/europe
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news
http://www.nbcnews.com/feature/college-game-plan/these-are-top-colleges-2016-according-forbes-n605391
http://www.nbcnews.com/about-us
http://www.nbcnews.com/careers
http://www.nbcnews.com/pages/contact-us
http://www.nbcuni.com/privacy/full-privacy-policy/
http://www.nbcnews.com/pages/terms-of-service
http://www.nbcnews.com/pages/sitemap
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/31066137/media-kit/
http://info.evidon.com/pub_info/1195?v=1
http://cnbc.com/
http://msnbc.com/
http://nbcnews.com/
http://www.today.com/
http://xfinity.com/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

